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AIM: Characterizing the nature and level of Postharvest losses from the plantain handling system and modes of transport on the Mfoundi supply circuit from a Doumé production basin in the
Eastern Region of Cameroon.
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ml'ERIALS AND METHODS: \

The assessment of losses was carried out via indirect and direct methods such as: Semi-
structured interviews with groups of stakeholders (producers/sellers, transporters and
managers/sellers including warehouse managers, wholesalers and retailers). Physical counting
of lost regimes, damaged or attacked fingers etc. Specific questionnaires sent to each actor in
the supply chain; Observation and relevant analyzes. The mode of transport studied is road
transport. For each means of transport studied, it was a question of: Characterizing it by
highlighting its condition, the conditions of transport of the plantain (mode of loading, method
of conditioning, management of mechanical shocks, etc.); Evaluate its impact on the fingers and
bunches of plantain; The transport conditions were assessed on the basis of the relevant and
succinct observations of the mode of loading in comparison with the standard mode of
transport of plantain; Physical damage to fingers and bunches of plantain was observed on the

Qsis of the assessment of the physical characteristics undergoing the bunches. /

CONCLUSION: This research showed that Road transport is the main mode of transporting plantains from the Doumé production area to the city of Yaoundé. Several means of transport are used for this
purpose depending on the condition of the road and the final destination of the product in the marketing circuit. The poor rural roads serving the production basins make it difficult to sell production both in the
dry season and in the rainy season. To cope with this, local transporters use on-board means, in particular reformed vehicles with chassis on high or motorcycles for even more difficult areas. However, these on-

board facilities do not offer any guarantee on the safety of the agricultural products transported. Thus, the bunches are subject to multiple fractures and mechanical shocks which impact on the visual
appearance of the product and accelerate its deterioration.

State of practicability of roads serving production basins
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